PRUSSIA.

eluded at Berlin (1742) Frederick obtained
the cession, with the exception of some spe-
cified districts, of both Upper and Lower
Silesia, and of Glatz. Conceiving that the
Austrians might seek to regain this terri-
tory, Frederick in 1744 invaded Bohemia,
and commenced what is called the* Second
Silesian war. He was at first compelled to
retreat, but subsequently gained such suc-
cesses, that when peace was concluded in
1745, Austria confirmed the cession of
Silesia, which was guaranteed by Great
Britain. Prussia now enjoyed an interval
of prosperous peace, which the king was
desirous to maintain. But his continued
success had aroused the fear of Austria and
- the enmity of France and Russia, so that
these powers projected a scheme of conquest
which embraced the partition of Prussia.
Before their plans could be matured Fred-
erick invaded Saxony, entered Dresden, and
published the despatches which proved the
existence of the scheme. England now
openly entered into a defensive alliance with
Frederick, and subsidized him. The allies,
whose plans had been discovered, Austria,
France, Paissia, and Sweden prepared for
immediate hostilities. In the Seven Years'
war (which see) following upon this move-
ment, the immense forces which his enemies
were able to bring into the field reduced
Frederick to the greatest straits, and gave
opportunity for the development of his stra-
tegic genius. Towards the close of the war
the English cabinet began to draw off from
the Prussian alliance, but the death of the
Empress Elizabeth (1762) broke up the alli-
ance against Prussia, and the Peace of Hu-
bertsburg (1763) put an end to the war.
According to Frederick's calculation 886,000
men had perished in a war which failed in
effecting any territorial change; but it trans-
formed Prussia into one of the chief Euro-
pean powers. Frederick determining again
to extend-his boundaries entered into an
alliance with Austria, and invaded the ter-
ritories of Poland. Negotiations followed
with Russia, and in 1772 the partition of
Poland was arranged in a treaty between
the three powers. In this way Prussia ob-
tained most of Pomerania and a large por-
tion of Poland, (See Poland.} Frederick
died in 1786, and was succeeded by his
nephew Frederick William II.

The new king had neither the military
skill nor the strength of character possessed
by his predecessor.    He continued the ab-
solutism, but curtailed some of the freedom
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of the former reign. In 1788 he made a
useless armed intervention in the affairs of
Holland, and in 1791 interfered in the affairs
of France on behalf of Louis XVI. In
1792, war having already been declared by
the French authorities against the empire,
the Prussians, under the Duke of Brunswick,
invaded France. They were defeated by
Kellerman at Valmy, and soon afterwards
Frederick William withdrew from this war
with France, in which he had been the most
active promoter. Then followed a second
and a third partition of Poland (1793,1795),
by which Prussia acquired a considerable
accession of territory. By the treaty of Basel
concluded in 1795 with the French Republic
Prussia openly abandoned her connection
with the other European powers, and in a
secret treaty of the following year France
was permitted to advance her frontier to the
Rhine, while a new line of neutrality was
formed by which Saxony and other South
German states withdrew their support from
the empire. Frederick William died in
1797, and was succeeded by Frederick Wil-
liam III. Continuing his father's policy
in regard to France, he courted the French
directorate, and at the Peace of Lun.e"ville
(1801) Prussia was indemnified by 4116
square miles ceded at the expense of the
empire. In 1804 Prussia recognized Napo-
leon as Emperor of France, and in the cam-
paign which ended in the overthrow of
Austria at Austerlitz (1805) remained neu-
tral. This attitude was at first successful,
but ultimately it led to distrust among the
German states, and by the formation of the
Confederation of the Rhine Prussia was
isolated and left to the mercy of Napoleon.
At the instigation of the latter Prussia had
occupied Hanover, but Napoleon treated this
fact with contemptuous indifference when
he offered to restore Hanover to England.
In his indignation at this insult Frederick
William declared war against France with-
out an ally. Although the Prussian army
numbered 180,000 men, the French emperor
was able to put a larger force in the field.
On the 14th October, 1806, the armies met
at Jena and Auerstiult, where the Prussians
were completely defeated, and the whole
country waa soon in the hands of Napoleon,
who entered Berlin in triumph. At the
Peace of Tilsit (June 1807), concluded be-
tween Prussia and Napoleon, all lands be-
tween the Rhine and the Elbe were ceded
to Napoleon for his free disposal, a war in-
demnity of 140,000,000 francs was imposed